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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD BURR, a Senator from the State of
North Carolina.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Our Heavenly Father, Creator and
Sustainer of all things, we acknowl-
edge You as the ultimate source of our
lives and of all of the good that we
know. We look to You to speak to the
questions for which we shall never
know the complete answers. We ask
You only to reply in faith strength-
ened, hope renewed, and love deepened.

So bless our Senators today that
their lives will be a testimony that old
things have passed away and the new
has come. Season their words with
kindness and their spirits with humil-
ity. Remind them that honesty will
keep them safe.

Help each of us to live with such in-
tegrity that trouble will flee. Give us
the wisdom to remember that our fu-
ture belongs to You. We pray in Your
powerful Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable RICHARD BURR led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 20, 2005.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable RICHARD BURR, a Sen-
ator from the State of North Carolina, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BURR thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate majority leader is
recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today the
Senate will resume consideration of
the Energy bill, which we will com-
plete this week. Chairman DOMENICI
will be here to continue working
through amendments. We made very
good progress on the bill last week. We
are on track to complete the bill later
this week. As I announced at the end of
last week, it may be necessary to file
cloture on the bill tomorrow. If we file
cloture tomorrow, the cloture vote
would then occur on Thursday, which
would allow us to complete the bill this
week.

I hope we do not have to file cloture,
but I think it is important for people
to realize we are going to finish the bill
this week. People had the opportunity
at the end of last week to offer amend-
ments. They will have the same oppor-
tunity today and over the course of
this week. I do ask our Senators to
work with the bill managers to expe-
dite consideration of their amendments
early in the week.

This evening, we will have a second
cloture vote on the nomination of John
Bolton to be ambassador to the United
Nations. As announced earlier, the de-

bate for that vote has been scheduled
between 5 and 6. We plan on having
that vote at 6 p.m. today. We have a
very busy week as we move through
the Bolton nomination and the Energy
bill. I expect we will have votes every
day this week, including Friday, as we
wrap up work on the energy legisla-
tion; therefore, Senators should be pre-
pared and should adjust their schedules
accordingly to remain available until
we complete passage of this important
bill.

————

RECOGNITION OF MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate minority leader is
recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I agree
with the distinguished majority leader.
It would be good if we did not have to
file cloture. Having said that, I do not
know what it takes to get people to
come over and offer amendments.
Thursday afternoon, we were here. The
two managers were willing to stay as
long as necessary to meet whatever
amendments were offered by Senators.
I realize last week was somewhat dis-
jointed because of the various events,
but there was no reason on days and
evenings when we were actually here
and able to take amendments that peo-
ple could not offer amendments.

Today, we have 3 hours to offer
amendments on this bill. It will be in-
teresting to see how many show up to
offer amendments. I guess the alter-
native would be to see if we could get
a finite list of amendments and have
those the only amendments that would
be in order prior to this bill’s termi-
nation.

The other problem we have this week
is that all over the country, there are
base-closing hearings being held by the
BRAC hearing commission. For Sen-
ators who are involved in these issues,
they involve thousands of members of
the military and thousands of civilians
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